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Speakers and moderators’ biographical notes

Speaker: Tristan McCowan is Professor of International Education at the
Institute of Education, University College London. His work focuses on
higher education and international development, particularly in Latin
America and Sub-Saharan Africa, including issues of access, quality,
innovation and impact. His latest book is Higher Education for and beyond
the Sustainable Development Goals (Palgrave Macmillan, 2019), and from
2015-2021 he was editor of Compare – a Journal of International and
Comparative Education. He is currently leading a multi-country GCRF
project on universities and climate change.

Speaker: Rasha Sharaf is a Professor of international and comparative
education and education administration at Helwan University in Egypt. She
is the KIX/EAP knowledge lead for Bangladesh, Maldives, Pakistan, Sudan
and Yemen as well as NORRAG Regional Editor for the Arabic special
issues. She has experience with education sector analysis ESA and planning
at a few countries in the Arab World in collaboration with UNESCO, OECD
and The World Bank. Sharaf was formerly the vice president for students’
affairs of the Egyptian National E-Learning University and the Egyptian
cultural attaché in the United Kingdom and Ireland

Speaker: Dr Sajid Ali is Amir Sultan Chinoy Associate Professor and former
Dean of the Aga Khan University’s Institute for Educational Development,
Pakistan. He holds a PhD in Education Policy Studies from the University of
Edinburgh, an MEd in Leadership and Policy from Monash University, and
a Masters in Sociology from the University of Karachi. Dr Ali is the General
Secretary of Pakistan Association for Research in Education (PARE). His
research interests include globalisation and education policy, new forms
of educational governance, policy networks, education reforms,
privatisation of education and role of knowledge resources in shaping
policy. Read more here

Speaker: Alexandre Dormeier Freire is senior lecturer in the
interdisciplinary programmes at the Graduate Institute of International
and Development Studies (IHEID) and Director of the Executive Master in
Development Policies and Practices (DPP) including its new iteration on
Conflict and Fragility Management since 2013. He is a faculty associate of
the Graduate Institute’s Center on Conflict, Development and
Peacebuilding (CCDP). Dr. Dormeier Freire is a sociologist of education and
works primarily on modern education system transformations with a
special focus on children/school/family relations, internationalization of
education, social inequalities, education/employment relations,
educational choices, and dropouts. He conducted most of his fieldwork
research in emerging countries (Southeast Asia, Middle East). Read more
here
Moderator: Gita Steiner-Khamsi, Professor of Education at Teachers
College of Columbia University, USA and Professor in Interdisciplinary
Programmes at the Graduate Institute of International and Development
Studies, Switzerland and Director of NORRAG and the KIX EAP hub.

Moderator: Marina Dreux Frotté is Programme coordinator at NORRAG,
and the KIX EAP Hub Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning Focal Point.
Marina Dreux Frotté has extensive expertise in conducting research and
applied policy research on the topic of innovative financing for education
(IFE). She has recently coauthored a comprehensive literature review on
the IFE sector and a case study on the Educate Girls Development Impact
Bond.

