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Speaker biographical note 
 

 

 

Sarfaroz Niyozov is Acting Associate Dean, academic 
programs, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), 
University of Toronto (Canada). He is also an Associate 
Professor within the departments of Curriculum Studies and 
Teacher Development and Comparative and International 
Education. His research focuses on education in Tajikistan 
and the broader Central Asian region, especially in terms of 
teacher training and perspectives. He holds a PhD in 
Curriculum Studies and Teacher Development from OISE, 
University of Toronto, where his dissertation won the 
Outstanding Dissertation from both the Comparative 
International Education Society and the American Education 
Research Association. He also earned an M.Ed in Teacher 
Education from Aga Khan University (Pakistan), along with 
dual a BA and B.Ed degree in Arabic Philology from Tajik 
State University. He had another degree in Arabic Studies 
from Tajik State University and Moscow Institute of Oriental 
Studies derailed to a civil war. He credits this diverse 
educational background for inspiring his Critical Pragmatism 
Framework for research and pedagogy.  
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