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1 Background 
NORRAG is a global membership-based network of international policies and 
cooperation in education, established in 1986. NORRAG’s core mandate and 
strength is to produce, disseminate and broker critical knowledge and to build 
capacity among the wide range of stakeholders (academia, government, NGOs, 
international organizations, foundations and the private sector) who constitute its 
network. These stakeholders inform and shape education policies and practice, both 
at national and international levels. Through its programmes, knowledge 
production and dissemination NORRAG contributes to enhancing the conditions for 
participatory, informed and evidence-based policy decisions that improve equity 
and quality of education. More information may be found on the website 
www.norrag.org. 

 
In 2018, NORRAG Special Issue (NSI) was launched. It builds on the achievements 
of NORRAG NEWS, while seeking to increasingly decentralize NORRAG’s knowledge 
production as well as promote and engage with NORRAG members from the South. 
NSI Volume 1 is devoted to the Right to Education (RTE) movement - policies, 
practices, social movements, challenges, impact and models of collaboration 

http://www.norrag.org/
http://resources.norrag.org/resource/124/the-right-to-education-movements-and-policies-promises-and-realities


between state and non-state actors. The issue included broad international and 
regional perspectives and normative frameworks on the RTE along with a focus on 
three specific countries—India, South Africa, and Brazil. Experts on the topic, 
representing various institutions, contributed short articles on themes related to 
legislations and policies, actual implementation and progress, role of different 
actors involved and their responses, financing, challenges, and lessons learned.  
 
For the upcoming NSI 02, NORRAG is opening up a call for guest-editor(s) on the 
following topic:  
 
NORRAG Special Issue 02: Global Monitoring of National Development: Coercive 
or Constructive? 
 
Global monitoring reports are increasingly used as a policy tool for documenting 
progress, or regress, of national development in terms of global indicators and 
benchmarks. What do international organizations attempt to achieve with such 
monitoring reports? What impact do such reports have on national reforms? Who is 
using such reports, and to what ends? Are the reports, in effect, a coercive or a 
constructive policy tool for evaluating progress, mobilizing financial resources and 
engaging different stakeholders for national reforms? 
 
Global monitoring has become ubiquitous and numerous and applies not only to 
international organizations but also to international NGOs and international 
advocacy groups. The World Development Report 2018, produced by the World Bank, 
has for the first time dealt with the education sector. The 2017/18 UNESCO Global 
Education Monitoring Report draws attention to cultural differences in the use of the 
term “accountability.” The Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies 
(INEE) is making plans for developing a set of global indicators. These are just a few 
examples. 
 
Without any doubt, “governance by numbers” is one of the important sources of 
authorization for international organizations.  The question is: how do national 
policy actors, civil society members and national researchers make use of such 
reports. What are their reasons for engagement and for participation in such global 
monitoring exercises? 
 
NORRAG Special Issue 02 aims to focus on how global reports, such as the GEMR, 
WDR and OECD At a Glance, influence the development agenda. What is the impact 
of these reports on global governance, agency and thematic focus? And how is this 
reflected in national policies?  It seeks to question the potential disruptive effect of 
global reports on national policies and the feasibility of actually coming up with 
global recommendations in a world of diversity. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
2  Objectives of the position of guest editor(s) and time-line 
 
 
The guest editor(s), who should be based at a University or a think tank, preferably 
in the global South, will be expected to: 
 

� Mobilize good writers on the production, influence and use of global reports 
on education (especially in the global South and East) to produce the issue 
with approximately 30 to 50 articles of about 1200-1500 words (about 3 
pages) each. 

� Propose ideas for using new media, beyond traditional text based articles (ex. 
videos, graphics, etc.), to be included with NSI. 

� Be responsible for the complete editing (including copy-editing) of the 
volume with some support from the NORRAG team on the final formatting 
and production of the issue.  

� Work with the NORRAG communications team to oversee the online 
publication process.  

 
The timeline for the editing process is expected to run from end of March till 
September 2018. NSI 02 is planned for release in the fall of 2018.  
 
3 Application and remuneration  
 
Interested guest editors, based at a University or a think tank, are invited to submit 
their CV and an academic writing sample electronically to Anouk Pasquier 
(anouk.pasquier@graduateinstitute.ch) before 15 April 2018.  
 
NORRAG members and applicants from the global South are encouraged to 
apply. 
 
The remuneration of the position covers the costs for an editorial assistant and a 
modest honorarium for the guest editor.  
 
For more information please contact arushi.terway@graduateinstitute.ch or 
joost.monks@graduateinstitute.ch  
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